
Blessing 

All : May the Lord bless us and keep us. 

May he turn his face towards us and be gracious to us. 

May he look upon us kindly and give us his peace. Amen. 

Recessional:     Be Not Afraid   Bob Dufford 

You shall cross the barren desert,  

but you shall not die of thirst.  

You shall wander far in safety  

though you do not know the way.  

You shall speak your words in foreign lands  

and all will understand.  

You shall see the face of God and live.   

Be not afraid. I go before you always.  

Come follow me, and I will give you rest.  

 

If you pass through raging waters  

in the sea, you shall not drown.  

If you walk amid the burning flames,  

you shall not be harmed.  

If you stand before the pow'r of hell  

and death is at your side,  

know that I am with you through it all.  

  

Blessed are your poor,  

for the kingdom shall be theirs.  

Blest are you that weep and mourn,  

for one day you shall laugh.  

And if wicked men insult and hate you all because of Me,  

blessed, blessed are you! 

Gathering Song:  

There is a Longing     

Anne Quigley 

  

There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord,  

For you to reveal yourself to us. 

There is a longing in our hearts for love 

We only find in you, our God. 

 

For justice, for freedom, for mercy: hear our prayer. 

In sorrow, in grief: be near, hear our prayer, O God. 

 

For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: hear our prayer. 

In weakness, in fear: be near, hear our prayer, O God. 

 

For healing, for wholeness for new life: hear our prayer. 

In sickness, in death: be near, hear our prayer, O God. 

 

Penitential Rite:  

Litany of Lament and Repentance 

In sorrow and humility, we confess our sins 

against God and God’s children, and ask for 

mercy and forgiveness. 

For the crimes and sins of sexual and physical 

abuse perpetuated by clergy and servants of the Church; 

For the failure to love, respect, nurture and cherish young 

people, especially the most vulnerable;  

We ask your forgiveness. 

Cantor: Kyrie eleison. 

All sing: Kyrie eleison. 



For the immense psychological harm and lasting spiritual 

devastation caused to survivors; 

We pray for the healing and peace of those whose suffering 

continues. 

Cantor: Kyrie eleison. 

All sing: Kyrie eleison. 

For the sins of those bishops and religious 

superiors, when they failed to respond to 

survivors of abuse; 

 

For indifference in the face of human suffering; 

For putting the institutional church before the safety of 

children;  

For covering up crimes of abuse and by so doing actually 

causing the abuse of more children;  

For their lack of compassion and pastoral love;  

For the harm caused to the church’s mission.  

We ask God’s forgiveness for the deaf ear, the blind eye and 

the hard heart. 

Cantor: Lord of reconciliation heal our wounds in darkest 

times. Kyrie eleison. 

All: Kyrie eleison.  

For the sins of those priests and religious who abused God’s 

children and God’s trust; 

We pray that they may find forgiveness and ultimate healing, 

be delivered from denial and sincerely repent.

Symbolic Action: Healing Waters 

All present are invited to participate. 

Song: Bless the Lord My Soul (Instrumental)  

Procession of Candle – Symbol of Light & Hope 

    Christ Be Our Light  Bernadette Farrell 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

      

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts,  

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 



 Reflection 

Through the scriptures, God’s power and love overflow into his 

people through the waters of healing. 

 ‘The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, where 

a stream came out from under the Temple threshold…..…This 

water flows east down to Arabah and to the sea; and flowing 

into the sea, it makes its waters wholesome. Wherever the 

water flows, all living creatures teeming in it will live.’ (Ezekiel 

47:1-9, 12)    

I will give you living water!  

shade to rest under;  

strength to your heart!  

Grow deep within me  

filled by my spirit  

My burdens are easy,  

My life it is yours.  

 Frank Anderson 

In the Sheep Pool in Jerusalem crowds of people, the blind, 

the lame, the paralysed came to bathe in the healing waters. 

(John 5:1-3, 5-16 ) 

I will give you……. 

Jesus offered living water to the woman at the well in Samaria. 

(John 4:10) 

I will give you…. 

‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 

(John 7:37-38) 

I will give you…..

Cantor: In the midst of fear and violence, make our lives a 

prayer of peace. Christe eleison. 

All sing: Christe eleison. 

For the indifference and lack of compassion experienced by 

survivors when their fellow Church members failed to support 

them;  

For our hostility towards them;  

For our refusal to believe them;  

For our lack of care and acceptance  

We ask for forgiveness. 

Cantor: Healer of the broken-hearted, guide us to 

heaven’s shores. Kyrie eleison. 

All: Kyrie eleison. 

For the anguish and distress caused to the 

families and friends of those abused by priests 

and religious;  

We lament the burdens of sorrow they carry as a 

result of the injuries inflicted on their loved ones. 

Cantor: Kyrie eleison. 

All: Kyrie eleison.  

For those who died as a result of the spiritual, psychological 

and emotional damage they suffered through abuse; 

For those who died before they heard our ‘sorry’;  

For those who died as a result of suicide;  

For those whose wounds did not heal. 



We remember them now in a moment of silence. 

May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and 

bring us to life everlasting, Amen. 

First Reading: A reading from the Prophet Joel  

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping and with mourning; rend your hearts 

and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in love 

and relents from punishing. 

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the 

ministers of the Lord weep. Let them say, ‘Spare your people, 

O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword 

among the nations.’ Why should it be said among the peoples, 

“Where is their God?”  

The Word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm:  

A Trusting Psalm    Kevin Bates 

Lord let your mercy be on us 

as we place our trust in you. 

The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love. 

His love can never be measured. 

His beauty is like nothing we have ever seen, 

So let us place our trust in him. 

The word of the Lord means a patient, gentle God. 

His love can never grow weary. 

His mercy is as though our sins have never been, 

If we can place our trust in him. 

The word of the Lord is fire burning strong 

His love can never grow weary. 

He will seek and save the lost until we all return, 

So let us place our trust in him. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel:  

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to Matthew. 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 

mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he 

began to teach them. He said: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children 

of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.   

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For professional advice for issues of abuse in the church :  

Mr Pat Mullins – Director of the Professional Standards Office 

 07 3229 3711  

 1800 337 928 

Adults Surviving Child Abuse 1300 657 380 

Victims Counselling Support Services 1300 139 703 

For people experiencing personal crisis call:  

             Lifeline  13 11 14 

 

 

Liturgy of  

Lament & Repentance 

for the sexual abuse of children by priests 

and religious. 
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