
Ordinary Public Consistory for The Creation of New Cardinals 

Introduction from Fr Gerry …. 
 
Daily Reflections from the Homily of Pope 
Francis 28 June 2018 
 
We need a change in the culture of the 
church. 
 
A missionary church where our leaders are 
authentic and humble. 
 
A missionary church where each member is 
authentic and humble. 
 
The homily of Pope Francis last Thursday 
28th June points the way. 
 
You are invited to focus on his wonderful 
insights about Jesus and ourselves. 
 
The setting was the ‘ordinary public 
consistory for the creation of new cardinals’. 
 
Pope Francis desires all church leaders to 
be humble. 
 
Let us over the next four days, meditate on 
some daily quotes from his homily. 
 
May the quotes speak deeply to each of us - 
within. 
 

Fr Gerry 
 
 
 

4 Daily Reflections & Quotes from  
Pope Francis Homily 28th June 2018  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Day 1  

Quests for Honours, Jealousy, Envy, 
Intrigue, Accommodation, Compromise 
 

 
 
 
“They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, 
and Jesus was walking ahead of them” (Mk 10:32)  
“Jerusalem represents the defining and decisive 
moment of his life. 
All of us know that at important and crucial times in 
life, the heart can speak and reveal the intentions 
and tensions within us. 
These turning points in life challenge us; they bring 
out questions and desires not always evident to our 
human hearts. This is what is presented, with great 
simplicity and realism, in the Gospel passage we 
have just heard. 
At the third and most troubling announcement of the 
Lord’s passion, the Evangelist does not shrink from 
disclosing secrets present in the hearts of the 
disciples: their quest of honours, jealousy, envy, 
intrigue, accommodation and compromise. 
This kind of thinking not only wears and eats away at 
their relationship, but also imprisons them in useless 
and petty discussions. 
Yet Jesus is not concerned with this: he walks ahead 

of them and he keeps going. 

And he tells them forcefully:  

“But it shall not be so among you; 

whoever would be great among you must 

be your servant” (Mk10:43). 

In this way, the Lord tries to refocus the eyes and 

hearts of his disciples, so that there will be no 

fruitless and self-referential discussions in the 

community. 
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What does it profit us to gain the whole world if we 

are corroded within? 

What does it profit us to gain the whole world if we 

are living in a stifling atmosphere of intrigues that 

dry up our hearts and impede our mission? 

Here, as someone has observed, we might think 

of all those palace intrigues that take place, even in 

curial offices.” 

 

Day 2  
Conversion from our selfishness 
 

 
 
 
 “Jesus teaches us that conversion, change of heart 
and Church reform is and ever shall be in a 
missionary key, which demands an end to looking 
out for and protecting our own interests, in order to 
look out for and protect those of the Father. 
Conversion from our sins and from selfishness will 
never be an end in itself, but is always a means of 
growing in fidelity and willingness to embrace the 
mission. 
 
At the moment of truth, especially when we see the 
distress of our brothers and sisters, we will be 
completely prepared to accompany and embrace 
them, one and all. In this way, we avoid becoming 
effective “roadblocks”, whether because of our short-
sightedness or our useless wrangling about who is 
most important. 
 
When we forget the mission, when we lose sight of 
the real faces of our brothers and sisters, our life gets 
locked up in the pursuit of our own interests and 
securities. 
 
Resentment then begins to grow, together with 
sadness and revulsion. 

Gradually we have less and less room for others, for 
the Church community, for the poor, for hearing the 
Lord’s voice. 
Joy fades and the heart withers (cf. Evangelii 
Gaudium, 2). 

“But it shall not be so among you”.  
Jesus goes on to say. 

“Whoever would be first among you must 
be slave of all” (Mk 10:43.44).” 

 

Day 3 
Sitting at the feet of others, to serve Jesus 
Christ 
 

 
 
 
“In our journey towards Jerusalem, the Lord walks 
ahead of us, to keep reminding us that the only 
credible form of authority is born of sitting at the 
feet of others in order to serve Christ. 
It is the authority that comes from never forgetting 
that Jesus, before bowing his head on the cross, 
did not hesitate to bow down and wash the feet of 
the disciples. 
This is the highest honour that we can receive, 
the greatest promotion that can be awarded us: 
to serve Christ in God’s faithful people. 
In those who are hungry, neglected, imprisoned, sick, 
suffering, addicted to drugs, cast aside. 
In real people, each with his or her own life story and 
experiences, hopes and disappointments, hurts and 
wounds. 
Only in this way, can the authority of the Shepherd 
have the flavor of Gospel and not appear as “a noisy 
gong or a clanging symbol” (1 Cor 13:1). 
None of us must feel “superior” to anyone. 
None of us should look down at others from above. 
The only time we can look at a person in this way is 
when we are helping them to stand up.”  
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Day 4  

Pope Francis quotes Saint (Pope) John 

XX111 

 

 
 
“Appearances of wealth have frequently disguised 

thorns of frustrating poverty, which prevented me 

from giving to others as generously as I would have 

wished. 

 

I thank God for this grace of poverty to which I 

vowed fidelity in my youth; poverty of spirit, as a 

priest of the Sacred Heart, and material poverty, 

which has strengthened me in my resolve never to 

ask for anything – money, positions or favours – 

never, either for myself, or for my relations and 

friends” (29 June 1954).” 

 

 
 

Images used are Unsplash, public domain, creative 
commons (Wikipedia) or are official Church logos. 
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